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Make 2014 a year to remember
With the Christmas break over, we are very happy to
welcome you back to Burlington Danes for what
promises to be another fantastic term.
Hopefully your holidays were filled with joy, rest and
reflection, and you have all returned equipped with
productive and positive attitudes, prepared to work
hard and reap the rewards as a result.
As is tradition, many staff members have been
making New Year’s resolutions, with a few already
signing up to run half marathons in the coming
months, and we urge you – if you haven’t already –
to take a moment and consider what challenges you
might like to overcome.
Is there a sport you’ve always wanted to try, a club
that sounds interesting, or does your homework simply
need a little more attention? If any of this sounds
familiar, now is the time to sign up, get involved and at the fore of all that you do.
make a change for the better.
As long as you always do your best, with the support
Use the turn of the year as a fresh start if needs be of your teachers you are sure to succeed. Make 2014
and begin as you mean to go on, with achievement a year to remember.

Head Girl: Welcome back to BDA
Head Girl, Elizabeth: Welcome back students of BDA
and a happy new year to you all!
I hope you are all aware it's 2014 and enjoying a fresh
start! It's been quite a stressful week of the new year
with the many exams for Years 12 and 13 and also for
Y11 as they wait for their mock results.
Perhaps we should try and remain positive as "all the
hard work will eventually pay off". However, if you are
in desperate need of motivation, cling on to the
prospects of a relaxing summer holiday in the near
future and also to the prospect of a university place
and career that you really want! It’s all about the
future! Let us also continue to represent the school as
'outstanding' in our own conduct and be safe!

Successful primary open events
We would like to thank everyone who joined us for
two very successful Burlington Danes Primary
Academy open events this week.
On Wednesday evening and Thursday morning we
opened our doors to parents and guardians of
prospective pupils, interested in securing places for
their children at our sister primary school set to open
in September.
The school will welcome its first 30 reception pupils
this year. From September 2015 onwards it will admit
60 children annually.
Our aim is to offer local children an outstanding
primary education, giving them the best possible
start in life and ensuring that they make a smooth
transition to secondary school.
Dame Sally said: “I am really excited that we will
open a primary school enabling Burlington Danes to
offer an all through education from reception
through to sixth form. ARK Schools has a very strong
track record in primary education in London and
runs four outstanding primary schools close by in
North West London.
“As an all through academy we can offer families
certainty about their children’s future and offer
children a high quality education right through their
school career.”
You can view our prospectus, admissions policy and
proposed plans for the primary school building at
http://www.burlingtondanesacademy.org/BDAprim
ary.

Auditions are underway for this term’s feverishly
anticipated musical production of Grease and
already things are looking extremely promising.
Following the dizzying success of last year’s Guys
and Dolls, the performing arts department face the
difficult
challenge
of
meeting
the
same
extraordinary standards. Rest assured they will.
Watch this space for more news on the next BDA
musical extravaganza.

Pic of the Week: People watch
as enormous waves break on
Porthcawl Harbour, South
Wales.

Keep track with ParentPay
Mr Kumar: Burlington Danes Academy is committed
to keeping parents up-to-date with what their child
spends in school. We give parents full control over
students’ finances, with complete access to
information on what they eat and drink while at
BDA.
You can use Parentpay’s secure payment site to pay
for school dinners, uniform, music lessons and school
trips. If you‘ have already signed up then you don't
need to do anything, but if you're not signed up and
want to benefit from all the features that this
amazing site has to offer please follow the
instructions below and we will set you up.
Once this is done you will be able to see your
account balance, what your child has had to eat in
the day, the week's menu and so much more.
To set up your account please fill in the following
and send an email back to our IT team at BDA:
Hiten.kumar@burlingtondanes.org
•Parents name:
•Student Name(s):
•Form Class:
•Form Teacher:
•Parent Email address:

World News: While heavy winds continue to batter
regions of the UK, the US is facing a big freeze of
temperatures not seen in more than two decades.
An arctic blanket spread across parts of the
continent last week, causing traffic disruption, power
failures and school closures, with residents urged to
stay in doors for their own safety.
Warnings of a further drop have been issued this
week, with the regions from Montana to Maryland
placed under a ‘wind chill advisory’.
Areas of Canada are preparing for weather of -40C,
while New York is expected to plummet below -25C.

Reflection: Baptism of Jesus
Mr Whitlock: The theme of this week is CHOSEN. The
Scripture is taken from Matthew 3:13-17 when Jesus
arrived at the River Jordan from Galilee. John the
Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, was horrified at the thought that
Jesus wanted to be baptised by him as he recognised
Jesus as the one who was CHOSEN to bring the
Kingdom of God to earth.
“I’m the one who needs baptising, not YOU!” he
cried. But Jesus knew better, and realised that he was
to be a chosen living example for all people and in
order for that to be the case, he had to do what
everyone else would do; not because he was sinful
and needed cleansing but because he wanted to
show the way to the Father.
Straight after he came up out of the water the skies
opened and there was a dove that rested above
him, before a loud voice declared “This is my Son,
chosen and marked by my love, I love him and am affirmed and loved, we are motivated to be more
than we were before. Success comes from a place
very pleased.”
of acceptance not performance.
After this we learn that Jesus had the Holy Spirit and
after a period of 40 days in the desert he had the Holy “Whatever I become, will be what God has chosen
for me.” Elvis Presley
Spirit and “power”. It seems that when we are

This Week’s Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you that Jesus came to show us the way to
live. We pray for your Holy Spirit to come and reveal
to us the Son so that we can have access to the
Father. Thank you that we can be accepted in the
love of God and out of the love comes the overflow
of our success.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Debate Tables – Next Week’s Motion:

“This house would ban
cosmetic surgery.”

Notice for Year 12: If you haven’t yet
picked up your GCSE certificates, please
do from Ms Morson in the key stage 4
reception.

Latest news from the library
Ms Hartnett: I hope you all had a really restful break
with lots of good food, quality time with your family
and, of course, plenty of time reading! Don’t forget
that the books you borrowed over the Christmas
holiday will be due back now, so if you haven’t
quite finished it yet – bring it along to the library to
renew it. Of course, we have lots of new books in
already this term, so come and choose something
new to borrow.
The BDA Literacy Squad should be easy to find,
working on the library desk, or out at the debate
tables – please do ask them for suggestions of what
to read next, they all have their favourites too. So
whether you love comedy books like Diary of a
Wimpy Kid, or horror books like Darren Shan, and
want to find something new – someone from the
Literacy Squad will definitely be able to point you in
the right direction.
Of course there will be a brand new quiz in the
library this Friday – this week it’s all about crime and
mystery books – so start reading those Sherlock
Holmes books now.
We’re now halfway through to the deadline for the
first Accelerated Reader prize draw. Don’t forget
there are big prizes available for those who have
read the most words (some of you have read over
1,000,000 words already this year!). But there are also
lots of prizes for those who have passed lots
ofquizzes or made the most progress so you have
plenty of chances to win!

“Don’t forget
there are big
prizes available
for those who
have read the
most words”

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Mr Crowley: Artemis Fowl is often compared to Harry
Potter. However, even though both are teenagers
who find themselves dragged into a world populated
by magical creatures, unlike Harry, Artemis is very
much the villain of the story. For this reason, the
Artemis series is much more entertaining!
The first book in the series sees Artemis, a criminal
mastermind and millionaire, attempting to kidnap a
fairy and hold her to ransom. What follows is an
action-packed story that includes trolls, martial arts
and advanced technology as the fairy police
attempt to save their comrade from an evil genius.
I would suggest this book to anyone that enjoys
reading fantasy or action series like Harry Potter,
Skulduggery Pleasant or Alex Rider as it is as good if
not better than these books. I would also suggest
these books to anyone that likes funny books as the
story is full of clever jokes and witty characters!

Current House Standings

PE DEPARTMENT FIXTURES WEEK BEGINNING 13.01.14
Date

Sport

13.01.14

Football

14.01.14

Rugby

14.01.14

Year

Opposition

Venue

Staff

Start

Holland Park

BDA

CRA/KIN

4pm

8

Twyford

BDA

THO

4pm

Rugby

7

Hurlingham and Chelsea

BDA

JER/GOC

4pm

15.01.14

Rugby

9

Twyford

BDA

THO

4pm

16.01.13

Football

U13

Phoenix

Away

PRINCE/CLIN

4pm

17.01.13

Football

Knights Academy

BDA

KIN

4pm

7

11

Residential courses for budding engineers, Mr
Lawrence: From Marine Technology to Low Carbon
Energy, these courses are as exciting as they are
varied. And they all offer young, aspiring engineers
the chance to connect with industry professionals
and technical specialists.
Based at some of the country's leading universities
and other secure venues across the country,
courses are available to young people in school
years 8 -12.
This isn't stuffy, dull classroom work - in fact, many
students tell us how intriguing, inspiring and
surprising they found their event.
See the website or speak to Mr Lawrence for more
details :
http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/index.php?optio
n=com_content&task=view&id=23

5, 4, 3, 2, 1: Ms Ingr takes a minimalist
approach to this week’s staff feature…
5 people you’d love to have over for dinner:
•Adam Hills
•Brandon Flowers
•Madonna
•John McEnroe
•Sofia Coppola
4 books and films you’ll never forget:
•Lost in Translation
•Little Miss Sunshine
•The Kite Runner
•Half of a Yellow Sun
3 foods you’d have for your last meal:
•Melon and Parma ham
•Afghan lamb
•Apple crumble and custard
2 places you’d love to visit:
•Iran
•California
1 day you’ll never forget:
•Getting my A’ Level results!

MR PRESTON’S NEWS QUIZ
1.Which TV programme was criticised by the Education Secretary,
Michael Gove, for its portrayal of World War One?
2.What has a zoo in Cambridgeshire been recycling as toys for its
lions?
3.What is Prince William studying at Cambridge University?
4.Which religion celebrates Christmas on 7th January?
5.In which city will the Commonwealth Games be held this year?

Answers to last week’s questions: Of which country is Helle Thorning-Schmidt the Prime Minister?
Denmark Where did Prince Harry and his fellow adventurers reach after three weeks of walking? The
South Pole Which play was named the UK’s favourite in a recent poll? The History Boys Which singer
released a surprise album online? Beyonce Who was named the BBC Sports Personality of 2013? Andy
Murray

COMMENDATION KEY DATES AT BDA

This week’s commendation goes to everyone
who kindly donated so generously to our
Christmas hampers at the end of last term.
We were able to send off plenty of food and
clothing to help make the Christmas period easier
for members of the local community in need of a
little help and support.
Well done particularly
contributed the most.

to

Galatians,

who

•Thursday 16th January, 2014: Year 9 Parents’
Evening
•Thursday 23rd January, 2014: Year 11 Parents’
Evening
•Thursday 13th February, 2014: Year 10 Parents’
Evening
•Monday 17th February-Friday 21st February, 2014:
Half Term holiday
•Monday 24th February, 2014: Staff training day,
no students in school

WORD OF THE WEEK NEXT WEEK’S THEME
EVALUATE
CHOSEN

VERB
form an idea of the amount, number,
or value of; assess. In mathematics, to
find a numerical expression or
equivalent for (an equation, formula,
or function).

As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went
up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.’

from Matthew 3 13 - 17

