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Dame Sally to take up new role
After six and a half remarkable years at the helm of
Burlington Danes Academy, Dame Sally Coates will
take up a new role at United Learning – another
academy group – from September.
Since joining in 2008, Dame Sally has taken BDA from
strength to strength. Results have soared, reaching
record heights in the summer, while Ofsted judged
the school outstanding in every category at the end
of last year. It has been an incredible turnaround.
Chair of Governors Lord Stanley Fink said: “On
behalf of the whole school, I want to thank Sally for
her hard work and the inspirational way she led our
school. From a challenging beginning, Burlington
Danes is now one of the best academies in the
country.”
Lucy Heller, Chief Executive of ARK, said: “Sally will
be much missed by parents, staff and students for
the inspiring and exceptional way she led Burlington
Danes. It is testament to Sally and her team that
Burlington Danes has been transformed to an
outstanding academy having been in special
measures in 2006.
“We are sorry to see her go, but wish her every
success in her new role. She leaves Burlington Danes
in a position to excel as we appoint her successor.”

Portuguese Minister pays a visit to Burlington Danes
Portuguese Minister of Education Nuno Crato paid a
visit to Burlington Danes Academy on Wednesday.
The university professor, researcher, mathematician,
economist and writer – appointed a cabinet
member in 2011 – toured the school and spoke with
Dame Sally about the strategies that have
contributed to BDA’s success.
He took time out to pose for a photo with a few of
BDA’s Portuguese students and was full of praise for
the academy.
Mr Crato even invited Dame Sally to Portugal to see
how schools are run over there.

Dame Sally said: “I will really miss the wonderful
friends that I have made at Burlington Danes
amongst staff members, parents and of course
students. I have no doubt that you will thrive as an
exceptional school over the coming years.”
A new exceptional principal will be in post at the
beginning of the new school year.

Secondary school league tables
England’s secondary school league tables were
published yesterday, confirming Burlington Danes
Academy’s impressive progress in a year that saw
an overall drop in the UK’s exam results. The tables
show BDA’s rise to 77% of pupils achieving 5A*-C at
GCSE (including English and maths) against the
national average of 59%.
Dame Sally said: “I’m delighted that Burlington
Danes Academy has achieved its best results ever.
This is particularly satisfying within the context of
more challenging grade boundaries.”
To compare BDA’s performance with that of other
schools in the local area please visit:
http://www.education.gov.uk/cgibin/schools/performance/group.pl?qtype=LA&supe
rview=sec&no=205
For ARK’s report on record achievement please visit:
http://arkschools.org/news/pupils-ark-schools-postrecord-gcse-results

Duke of Edinburgh Award Notices
DofE Drop in Mondays:
Every Monday lunch time participants will need to
take their green booklets to Ms Cartlidge in room 203
to prove that it has been signed.
Expedition Dates:
Bronze Award
Training day: Thursday 27th March
Training expedition: Sat 5th/Sun 6th April
Assessed expedition: Sat 24th/Sun 25th May
You must attend these dates or you will not pass.

From Monday there will be a new system in place
for parents and guardians to make payments for
school trips and music lessons etc.
Pic of the Week: Hindu women warm themselves by
fires before taking a holy bath in the Saali River
during the first day of the Swasthani Brata Katha
festival at Sankhu in Kathmandu.

One of the finance team will be based outside the
KS4 office (by main reception) from 8.00-9.00am
every morning, collecting any payments from
pupils. This will make our system simpler and more
efficient.

BDA’s Peer Mediator Scheme
Students have been promoting BDA’s Peer Mediator
Scheme in this week’s assemblies, informing their
classmates of all the good things the team have
been doing.
They explained that, having been professionally
trained, their role is to help pupils cope with name
calling, problems in class and cyber bullying, among
other issues. Using their skill set, the group has
resolved disputes and provided excellent advice to
peers over the last few months, proving a popular
support option as a result.
Outlining the benefits of peer mediation, the group
explained that the scheme:
•Prevents low level conflicts from escalating
•Provides a safe environment for young people to
solve their problems with the help of a third party
•Improves communication with students, teachers,
and all staff members
•Helps
students
acknowledge
and
accept
consequences
The group added: “Students are maybe more likely
to talk to someone their own age over their teacher
because they would have an understanding of their
perspective.”

measured if agreement was reached and
maintained
•A 36% reduction of school wide general disruptive
behavior, including fighting, verbal abuse, and
arguments

They also outlined some interesting stats about peer The mediators will continue to attend form sessions
once a week, in addition to their playground duties,
mediation:
and will have a drop-in room open Wednesday
lunchtimes.
•58-93% of the time success is achieved. Success is
IT Dept: Burlington Danes Academy is committed to
keeping parents up-to-date with what their child
spends in school. We give parents full control over
students’ finances, with complete access to
information on what they eat and drink while at BDA.
You can use Parentpay’s secure payment site to pay
for school dinners, uniform, music lessons and school
trips. If you‘ have already signed up then you don't
need to do anything, but if you're not signed up and
want to benefit from all the features that this
amazing site has to offer please follow the instructions
below and we will set you up.
Once this is done you will be able to see your
account balance, what your child has had to eat in
the day, the week's menu and so much more.
To set up your account please fill in the following and
send an email back to our IT team at BDA:
Hiten.kumar@burlingtondanes.org
•Parents name:
•Student Name(s):
•Form Class:
•Form Teacher:
•Parent Email address:

A talk on Apartheid and economics
Dr O’Hear: On Tuesday January 21st Dr Tim Leunig,
Associate Professor of Economic History at the LSE
and Senior Policy Advisor to the Liberal Democrats,
came to address the Oxbridge Project.
He delivered a lecture on the economic history of
the Apartheid Regime in which he demonstrated
that Apartheid was not only a moral travesty but
ultimately an economic one too. Dr Leunig also
spoke frankly and honestly with the students about
his own humble background in Shepherd's Bush and
stressed the importance of a good education as the
key to economic and spiritual emancipation.
The students were a credit to the Academy. They
were full of intelligent, searching questions and Dr
Leunig commended them for keeping pace with
what was essentially an undergraduate lecture.
The Oxbridge Project now has over twenty regular
members and continues to go from strength to
strength. Seeing the students hold their own with
high- powered outside speakers and engage with
such enthusiasm with topics well outside their
curriculum is a great source of pride to me.

They were full of intelligent,
searching questions...
keeping pace with what
was essentially an
undergraduate lecture

“This house would allow homosexual
couples to marry”
A group of students from years 7, 8 and 9 spent this
week at Jamie’s Farm enjoying the routines of rural
life.
As well as taking in the fresh air, the boys tried their
hands at some hard graft – turning the compost,
helping with the animals and even delivering a lamb
or two.
The group also took part in a butchery
demonstration, helping them understand meat’s
journey from the farm to our plates, and cooked
their own food over an open barbeque.
Jamie’s Farm commented on Twitter: “We’re half full
not half empty here at Jamie’s Farm with great kids
@burlingtondanes.”

Burlington Danes Academy will be launching a new,
more dynamic and user-friendly website over the
coming days. Please be sure to visit and explore the
new site for a view inside our school.

They’ve only just returned, so check next week’s
Academy News for a full report.

The address should stay the same – check twitter
@burlingtondanes for updates.

Latest news from the library
Ms Hartnett: Good afternoon and I hope you’re all
enjoying settling into the new term by now. In the
library this week we’ve been giving everyone their
results for the Accelerated Reader tests. The majority
of you have made incredible progress already this
year, and it just goes to show how much of an
impact reading has on your levels. If you haven’t
made the progress you were hoping for, don’t worry
– you have all of this term to read lots and improve
them by the end of the year. Don’t forget that
although we want you reading your Accelerated
Reading book in your library lessons, and taking the
quizzes to get prizes, absolutely everything you read
will help – blogs, articles, magazines, newspapers.
Read as much as you can, and find things that
interest you, and your reading levels will improve
hugely.
Yet another box of new books has arrived in the
library, with lots of exciting new titles I’m dying to
read. Make sure you come by and be the first to
read them! Of course, we always welcome your
suggestions for new books too, if there’s something
you’re keen to read, or an author you think all your
friends should try – let me know and I’ll try to buy it
for the library.
This week’s quiz is all about famous diaries –
everything from Diary of a Wimpy Kid, to Anne Frank
so start researching now.
With BDA Book Week coming up after half term,

we’re starting up some fantastic competitions in the
library – so if you have a passion for creative writing,
or incredible art skills, get your thinking caps on.
Keep an eye out for more details soon!

Review: Knife of Never Letting
Go, by Patrick Ness
Ms Hartnett: This book is the first in a thrilling,
dystopian trilogy. Todd lives in a town where
everyone can hear each other’s thoughts – they call
it the Noise. Todd is told it is due to a germ that was
released which also killed all of the women in their
town, including Todd’s mother, the last of the
women.
However, once Todd comes across ‘A Quiet’ in the
swamp, a tear in the Noise he believed was
everywhere – he soon discovers that not everything
he has been told is true, his town has sinister
undercurrents, and he must go on the run to save
himself. Just because you can hear everyone’s
thoughts, doesn’t mean people can’t keep secrets:
“Noise ain’t truth; Noise is what men want to be
true.”
This story is told from Todd’s perspective so the book
is written in an usual style that can be a little hard to
follow at first. Todd can hear the thoughts of his dog,
every Man in his town, and the other animals

around, and the thoughts of a squirrel are about as
interesting as you’d expect. Also, since the Mayor
banned books Todd’s spelling isn’t always correct.
But you soon get used to the style of writing and this
is a fast paced story that will sweep you up –
desperate to read the ending!

U13 Girls celebrate victory
BDA’s U13 Girls table tennis team were crowned
champions at the London Schools Finals last
weekend, where all five academy teams entered
made it to at least the semi finals of their category.
This is testament to the group’s hard work and
dedication over the past term, and the excellent
commitment of Coach Henry, who continues to
hone exceptional talent.
The result is all the more impressive considering the
loss of three key players at the last minute. Special
thanks must be paid to Abdulah Abuzaid, Israel
Awolaja and matthew Wilby for stepping in at such
short notice.
Boys U/19 semi-finalist
1. Igor Morais
2. Harry Trawley
3. Joshua Decairo
4. Mohammed Al-sabari
Boys U/16 Semi-finalist
1. Daniel Ozokolie
2. Yassin Seddik
3. Israel Awolaja
4. Abdulah Abuzaid
Girls U/16 Semi-finalist
1. Demi Reid
2. Starsky Waithe
3. Amira Salihu
4. Nour El-Zein
5. Laureen Agyeman

Boys U/13 BOYS Semi-finalist
1. Cacherel Mirjah
2. Anwar Osman
3. Jamie Wright
4. Jayden Brown
5. Mathew Wilby
Girls U/13 CHAMPIONS
1. Eman Buanani
2. Rikki Burkett
3. Amanda Bailey
4. Yassmine Al-Amire

Thursday lunchtime
Room 120
With Miss Ingr
There really is no better way to indulge your
competitive streak and dust up on your spelling
and vocabulary than engaging in a good old
game of Scrabble. Come along and enjoy the
wonderful world of words.

Notice for Year 12: If you haven’t yet picked up your
GCSE certificates, please do from Ms Morson in the
key stage 4 reception.

Current House Standings

Monday
27.01.14

Y7 &Y8 SLT Assembly in the Main Hall
Y11 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre

Tuesday
28.01.14

Wednesday
29.01.14

Y12&13 SLT in the Potter Theatre
Y10 Year Assembly in the Main Hall
Maths masterclasses for primary pupils F107 at
2pm
Y12 Theatre Workshop: Play 2
Y8 & Y9 Examinations / SATs in MAIN HALL (no
assemblies)
Y7 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall
Y12 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre
Much Ado About Nothing at Southend
RE National Survey
Y8 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall
Y11 PSHCE Assembly
Y12 & 13 Geography seminar with
Bromfield
3.30-3.50:Y7-11 Spelling
Y9 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall
Y13 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre

Thursday
30.01.14
Friday
31.01.14

Y9 Dance

Y9 Music
(9B only)

Y8 Music

Y8 Religious
Education

Y8 & Y9
Latin

Y9 Religious
Education

Y9 English
(Reading)

Y8 History

Y9 English
(Writing)

Ken

PE DEPARTMENT FIXTURES WEEK BEGINNING 27.01.14
Date

Sport

Year
Group

Opposition

Venue

Staff

Start

27.01.14 Football

U18

Hammersmith

BDA

KING

5pm

28.01.14 Rugby

8/9

West London

BDA

THOR/GOC

4pm

30.01.14 Football

10

Phoenix

BDA

KIN/CRA

4.30pm

5, 4, 3, 2, 1: Geography teacher Mr Tainsh
just wants some pizza and a can of coke...
5 people you’d love to have over for dinner:
•Kathy Clugston for her soothing voice
•Ed Miliband for a laugh
•Boris Johnson to wind up Ed Miliband
•High Contrast for the evenings entertainment
•Nick Helm for the jokes
4 books and films you’ll never forget:
•Outliers - great read
•Rules for Radicals - the essential guide to
community organising
•Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels (best film
ever?)
•To Kill a Mocking Bird
3 foods you’d have for last meal:
•Falafel wrap
•Pizza
•Coca Cola
2 places you’d love to visit:
Plaza de las Tres Culturas in Mexico City and Ben
Nevis in the Scottish Highlands
1 day you’ll never forget:
I'll never forget when I went swimming in the sea off
Marseille national park in the summer before I
started university.

MR PRESTON’S NEWS QUIZ
1.Which famous statue was damaged by lightning?
2.Which record was set by 16 year old Lewis Clarke?
3.A bone fragment of which king may have been unearthed in
Winchester?
4.Who wrote the novel ‘The Three Musketeers’ now adapted for a
new TV series?
5.Which two movies have 10 Oscar nominations each?

Answers to last week’s questions: Who have just received their Christmas presents? the crew of the
International Space Station Which profession are to be given permission to break the speed limits on British
roads? intelligence agents (spies) Which footballer won the Fifa Ballon d’Or for the world player of the
year? Cristiano Ronaldo Which singer has been named the BBC’s Sound of 2014? Sam Smith Which film won
the Golden Globe award for best film drama? 12 years a Slave

GEOGRAPHY TALK KEY DATES AT BDA

Next Thursday, Governor Ken Bromfield will be
talking to a group of sixth form geographers about
Thomas Malthus’ theories of population and
sustainability. Malthus was born in 1766 and died in
1834, during which time he developed many ideas
about the effects of an increasing population on
quality of life and our ability to adapt and progress.
His thoughts are still the subject of much discussion
today. He once wrote: "The power of population is
indefinitely greater than the power in the earth to
produce subsistence for man."
Students will be organised into think tanks and will be
responsible for driving the seminar.

•Thursday 13th February, 2014:
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
•Monday 17th February-Friday
21st February, 2014: Half Term
holiday
•Monday 24th February, 2014:
Staff training day, no students in
school

WORD OF THE WEEK NEXT WEEK’S THEME
CONTRAST
CALLING

Verb:
To set in opposition in order to show or
emphasise differences;

noun:

The act of contrasting; a setting off of
dissimilar entities or objects. b The state
of being contrasted

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. Then He said to them, “Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men.” They
immediately left their nets and followed Him.

from Matthew 4: 12-23

