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BDA’s royal audience
Talented students from Burlington Danes Academy
had a chance to act for a royal audience on
Wednesday.
They performed an extract from last year’s successful
adaptation of Much Ado About Nothing for Prince
Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall at Southend’s
Palace Theatre.
The event was the first in a series celebrating
Shakespeare’s 450th birthday.
Sixth form student Fred Gill said: “It was an honour to
perform in front of Prince Charles and to talk to him
afterwards about the variety of dramati c events we
put on at Burlington Danes. He seemed really
interested in what I had to say.”
The Prince and Camilla took time during a tour of
Essex to watch youngsters from six schools perform
scenes fro m various Shakespeare plays. The royal
couple then joined the actors and their teachers on
stage for a meet and greet.

Speaking about the Burlington Danes performance,
the Prince said: "I particularly enjoyed the last one
from Much Ado About Nothing when they all
danced. I think it [SSF] is empowering and it builds
confidence in children.“
“We are so excited to share this with Their Royal
Burlington Danes Academy’s head boy, Jadon Highnesses in this very special year for Shakespeare, ”
Guthri e, said: “What was perhaps most inspiring she continued.
about the day was how genuine and enthusiastic
Head of P erforming Arts Mr Prout said: “Performing
Prince Charles was.”
Shakespeare in its original form was as exciting for
The Shakespeare Schools Festival is the UK’s largest our students today as it has been for the generations
youth drama festival, providing students from all of professional actors that have come before them.”
backgrounds
the
opportunity
to
perform
The Burlington Danes ensemble will visit 11 Downing
Shakespeare in professional theatres.
Street next month for a final rendition in front of
Chief
Executive
Penelope
Middelboe
said: government ministers.
“Shakespeare Schools Festival is about sharing
something so extraordinary that people find the Alabama Nutt, Y9, said: “I really enjoyed the thrill of
courage to stand on stage and speak some of the being on stage in front of a live audience and I
can’t wait to do it again at Downing Street.”
greatest words ever written.

Award recipients chosen by peers
Ms Quinton: This week three Burlington Danes pupils
were recognised for their achievement at the Jack
Petchey Awards.
All three pupils were voted for by other pupils and
went to Kensington Town Hall on Monday night to
receive their awards in front of family and friends.
Congratulations to Bashir Hassan in Y10, Zakaria EllisKhan in Y9 and Sumei Awo in Y7! They are worthy
winners
who
deserve recognition
for
their
achievement. All three are now busy spending their
£200 on things around school.

Bashir is going on a trip today with the Peer
Mediators to the cinema while Zak has organised a
jazz session for his music class.
We will be holding another pupil vote after half term
in which you can now nominate six further pupils for
Jack Petchey Awards. I will be launching this in
assembly soon.

THIS WEEK’S COMMENDATIONS
This week has been a great one for generosity and
integrity at Burlington Danes Academy.
A few weeks back we mentioned that a number of
Burlington Danes staff members are to run a half
marathon for charity in the coming months and are
looking for donations. In an incredible gesture of
goodwill, Year 11 student Xiuyuan Zhou sponsored
Ms Megaw £100, insisting that he “would like to
donate more to charity than spend on himself.” We
are all very impressed his kindness.
If you would like to contribute to the runners’
charitabl e cause, please email Mr Cooke at
Tim.Cooke@burlingtondanes.org.
Well done also to Amira Salihu and Nicole
Chaaraoui, both of Year 9, who found and handed
in a purse which has been reunited with an
extremely happy Year 8 student.

Finally, we would like to commend Zulai Ibrahim,
Marianne Reinfor, Yumna Alam and Zharnai Scotland,
who found an iPhone in the canteen whi ch was
swiftly returned to its delighted owner. Dame Sally was
very impressed by such admirable honesty.

BDA Enterprise team at QPR
Mr Goorah: The Year 10 Enterprise team visited QPR
this week to speak to several high profile individuals
who work behind the scenes of W12s most successful
club.

Adam, Ali, Bashir & Redwan (all 10B, pictured) met
with the Customer Relationship Manager and the
Head of Customer Service of QPR to understand how
the football club is run, in order to help them with the
nationwide Premi er League Enterprise Challenge
(PLEC) which they will be entering on behalf of BDA.
The PLEC tasks students aged 14-19 with developing
possible solutions to real-life challenges that football
clubs face. The Challenge is the annual highlight of
the Premier League Enterprise Academy (PLEA), a
programme giving young people a unique insight into
the running of professional football clubs, learning by regional semi finals at Aston Villa. The winners of this
using real business examples drawn from their club.
will then meet the winners from the other regional
final at Wembley.
The BDA Enterprise Team will be going up against
several other challengers from local schools and Last year BDA reached the semi finals of the
societi es at the Club heats on Thursday 13th February Challenge, but will be looking to go one better this
with the winners going on to represent QPR at the
year... Que sera sera!

“This house would ban
smoking in public spaces”
Head Boy Jadon Guthrie: Good afternoon BDA! It’s
been a great week at BDA! On Wenesday the cast
of A Much Ado About Nothing performed at
Southend in front of HRH the Prince of Wales and the
Duchess of Cornwall – Camilla Parker-Bowles.
This was an amazing opportunity for BDA pupils and
the performance was outstanding. Prince Charles
was said to have commented on how funny and
professional the performance was. Well done to the
Performing Arts Department staff and all the cast for
months of hard work in preparation. Apparently this
was a treat for the people of Southend who have
not had a royal guest in four years.
This is all from me this week but just a quick reminder
that the Student Council Meeting is Period 7 next
Friday. Peace and Love! xxxxxx

Burlington Danes Academy will be launching a new,
more dynamic and user-fri endly website over the
coming days. Please be sure to visit and explore the
new site for a view inside our school.
The address should stay the same – check twitter
@burlingtondanes for updates.

Governor joins student-led seminar
"We don't, in a sensible world, want to hand on an
increasingly dysfunctional world to our
grandchildren, to leave them with the real problem. I
don't want to be confronted by my future grandchild
and [have] them say: 'Why didn't you do
something?'’ – Prince Charles
BDA Governor Ken Bromfield joined sixth form
geographers this week for a student-led discussion on
the theories of Thomas Malthus and their relevance
to modern issues of sustainability.
Students were split into groups representing
hypothetical countries of varying economic and
industrial structures. They were then tasked with
presenting a plan for sustainable development in the
face of a dramatically increasing population.

who responded to the challenges posed by the
Malthus axiom and its rel evance to sustainabl e
development.”

During the session, students thought hard about key
factors such as aid and climate change, and came
up with a range of intelligent ideas. The group coped
extremely well with some very difficult material.

Well done to Gary for coming up with a parti cularly
apt metaphor whilst arguing that we need to
moderate our consumption of resources.

Mr Bromfield said: “It was rewarding for a governor of
Burlington Danes Academy to be working with
students

“If a lion is sitting in the shade and there are other
animals playing around it, it doesn’t always eat
them, only when it is hungry,” he said.

There is now a new system in place for parents and
guardians to make payments for school trips and
music lessons etc.

Pic of the Week: A worker inspects
the Christ the Redeemer statue,
which was damaged during lightning
storms in Rio de Janeiro

One of the finance team will be based outside the
KS4 office (by main reception) from 8.00-9.00am
every morning, collecting any payments from
pupils. This will make our system simpler and more
efficient.

Rugby run of form continues
Burlington Danes Academy 35 – 14 Westminster
BDA’s Year 7 rugby boys continued their run of
excellent form with victory over a visiting Westminster
side this week.
The game got off to a fairly even start with both teams
looking threatening in attack but strong in defence.

Having lost a player before half time, the team had
done well to hold on to a slender lead – just five points
to the good at 15-10.
The second half saw strong performances from Usher
and Patrick, who proved too much for the
Westminster defence, while the whole team showed
improvements rucking and offloading.
Well done boys and keep up the good work!

It’s all smiles at Scrabble
Club. Come along,
we’re open every
Thursday lunchtime...

Thursday lunchtime
Room 120
With Miss Ingr
There really is no better way to indulge your
competitive streak and dust up on your spelling
and vocabulary than engaging in a good old
game of Scrabble. Come along and enjoy the
wonderful world of words.

Latest news from the library
Ms Hartnett: Good afternoon everyone, hope you’ve
all had a fantastic week! It’s been very exci ting in the
library, there’s been so much reading going on! So
many books have been coming in and out we’ve
been struggling to keep up with the demand... Let’s
try to keep it up! There are lots of new and exciting
books in, so come in and find something great.
You also want to make sure you keep doing
Accelerated Reader quizzes – don’t forget that there
are always prizes available if you score 80% or higher!
Doing lots of quizzes will really positively affect your
reading level, so it’s worth doing as many as you
can, as well as carrying on reading all the things you
ordinarily read that you might not think counts as
reading. I’ve been reading lots of blogs online
recently – it all counts!

We’re starting to get very excited in the library about
BDA Book Week coming up after half term, there are
SO many amazing events and co mpetitions that
we’ve got planned – it’s going to be fantasti c, we
can’t wait! There’s going to be a creative writing
competition, as well as a design your own book
cover competition, so why not start thinking about
what you might like to write or draw? Keep posted
for more information coming soon!

The FireworkMaker’s Daughter,
by Philip Pullman
Ms Gardner: This is an amazing story with so many
different features that grab your attention and your
imagination. It is set a long time ago, in a place very
far away, and follows a girl named Lila, the daughter
of a firework maker, who wishes to become a
firework maker herself, rather than just an
apprentice. When she discovers that her father’s
plan for her future is for her to be married, rather than
have her own career, she sets out on her own on a
dangerous quest to prove her worth and become a
true firework maker, her only help being her friend
Chulak and a talking elephant, who are following far
behind...

The characters in the book are entertaining and
engaging, and the descriptions of all the places
(and the fireworks!) make it so easy to get sucked
into the story. This combined with the gorgeous
illustrations means that the book is a truly immersive
read, and the imagery of the story will stay with you
for a long time after you’ve finished reading it.
It’s a short book, but it still manages to contain all the

key elements of a great fantasy novel – a quest to
prove your worth, fantastical characters, talking
animals, and a reasonabl e amount of magi c, all
tied up with beautiful concepts and ideas, and an
ending that will satisfy everyone. If you like Philip
Pullman’s other books then it’s definitely worth
looking at this one too – but, it’s very different to His
Dark Materials trilogy and his other work. It can be
enjoyed by a much younger age than his other
books, but also can truly appeal to all ages. If you
are at all interested in the fantasy genre then I can
guarantee that you’ll love this book, and want to
read it again and again!

Chaplain Reflection: Wisdom
Mr Whitlock: People often think of old wise men with
long white beards when they hear the word ‘wisdom’
but there is a much deeper meaning behind this
mysterious term. Often it is confused with knowledge
which is simply information that you are told.
‘Wisdom’ in a Christian context is actually a person.
The Jewish Scriptures personify ‘Wisdom’ as G-d and
Christians know ‘Wisdom’ to be the person of Jesus
Christ. Therefore, if we apply wisdom to our lives, it is
when we allow God to choose the best path for our
lives and show us how to get there!
Intelligent
information only gives you knowledge, but Godly
wisdom gives you success. What is great about
‘Wisdom’ being God, is that in the book of Job we
learn that “with Hi m are wisdom and might; he has
counsel and understanding” (12:13). He gets your
every problem and has the wisdom to know what to
do. Have you ever met someone (and they can
even be younger than you), that seem to have an
older wise head on their shoulders? They come out
with the most profound solutions to the most difficul t
of problems. We can often find these people in our
closest of fri ends. This is God speaking through them
into your situation – will you have ears to listen?

truly shines through us, we can withstand suffering
and turn it into glory just like Paul who through ‘holy
wisdom’ accepted his “thorn in the flesh” (2
Corinthians 12:7) and realised God had a great
purpose in keeping him in a place of some
discomfort. What is comforting is that whenever we
feel we do not know what to do, James says we can
Sometimes the words we hear that sound the most ask: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God,
foolish contain the most wisdom.
When peopl e who gives to all men generously” (1:5).
But
talked about Jesus dying on the cross and coming remember, this wisdom doesn’t always come easy –
back to life saving the world of its sin it made many someti mes the words will be harsh like a Father’s
laugh and consider it a foolish belief to have. Paul discipline or a Teacher’s warning.
the Apostle said, “Christ is the wisdom of God even
though the word of the cross is foolishness to those Finally, it is important to realise that true ‘holy
who reject it.”
wisdom’ is not arrogant and argumentative but
humble and peaceful. Why? Because arrogance
When wisdom truly shines through people we can see and pride leaves us feeling we are equal to God,
the i mpact and effect in a community. Imagine, if when we really need to accept that sometimes life is
more people had what I call ‘holy wisdom’, there a mystery and we will never understand everything
would less racism and more equality. When wisdom
this side of Heaven.
BDA in the News: Following BDA students' performance of Much
Ado About Nothing for a royal audience at the Palace Theatre in
Southend, reportage has been swift and plentiful. Full articles
have been published by both Get West London‘s and the School
Shakespeare Festival’s websites. A regional news report by the
BBC sees many BDA student's on TV - but sadly no interviews.
Check the iPlayer link below quickly, before it expires. A picture is
also available on the ITV website.
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/news/local-news/white-citystudents-perform-shakespeare-6650704
http://www.itv.com/news/anglia/update/2014-01-29/princecharles-and-camilla-meet-pupils-taking-part-in-the-shakespeareschools-festival/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b03sg9kt/Look_East_East_
29_01_2014/

http://www.ssf.uk.com/news/the-prince-of-wales-launchesshakespeares-450th-birthday-cel ebrations-1/

Current House Standings

Y8 English
(Reading)

Y9 History

Y8 English
(Writing)

Y12&13 SLT Assembly in the Potter Theatre

Y9
Mathematics
(Calculator)

Y8
Geography

Y9
Mathematics
(NonCalculator)

Wednesday
05.02.14

Y7 Year Assembly led by BUT in the Sports Hall
Y12 Year Assembly led by JEN in the Potter
Theatre

Y8
Mathematics
(Calculator)

Y9
Geography

Y8
Mathematics
(NonCalculator)

Y9 Science
(Paper 1)

Y8 French

Thursday
06.02.14

Y8 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall
Y7 PSHCE Assembly
3.30-3.50:Y7-11 Spelling
Y10 School Leavers Immunisation Booster

Y9 Science
(Paper 2)

Y9 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall
Y13 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre
Student Council Meeting , p7, 3.20pm in
Burlington Atrium

Y8 Science

Y9 Spanish

Monday
03.02.14

Y8 & Y9 Examinations / SATs in MAIN HALL (no
assemblies)
Y11 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre

Tuesday
04.02.14

Friday
07.02.14

PE DEPARTMENT FIXTURES WEEK BEGINNING 03.02.14
Date

Sport

Year
Group

Opposition

Venue

Staff

Start

03.02.14

Football

9

Hammersmith

BDA

Mr King

4.00pm

0.4.02.14

Rugby

8

Holland Park

BDA

Mr Thornton

4.00pm

05.02.14

Football

8

St Thomas Moore

BDA

Mr Crawford

4.00pm

06.02.14

Football

10

Chelsea Academy

BDA

Mr King

4.00pm

06.02.14

Football

U13

Holland Park

Away

Mr Clingham/Mr Prince

4.00pm

5, 4, 3, 2, 1: Mr Crowley ponders a visit to the
Moon...
5 people you’d love to have over for dinner:
•David Bowie and Johnny Cash - I would expect
some kind of collaboration
•Annie Clarke - one of my favourite guitarists
•David Foster Wallace - my favourite author
•Doctor Who

4 books and films you’ll never forget:
•Slaughterhouse V- my favourite book about time
travel
•Genius: The Life and Science of Richard Feynman a brilliant biography about a Nobel Prize Winner
•Fast and the Furious
•Brave New World - a great dystopian novel (it was
either this or 1984)
3 foods you’d have for last meal:
•Bread- for starters
•BBQ- for main course
•Pears- for dessert
2 places you’d love to visit:
I'd like to go to Moscow and the Moon

1 day you’ll never forget:
The day I saw BB King at Glastonbury

MR PRESTON’S NEWS QUIZ
1.Which two legendary pop bands were nominated for a Grammy
award fifty years after they first competed in an awards show?
2.What was attacked by a seagull and a crow?
3.What colour are genetically modified tomatoes?
4.Who is to guest star in an ‘Only Fools And Horses’ sketch for Sport
Relief?
5.Which tennis player won his first Grand Slam title at the Australian
Open?

Answers to last week’s questions: Which famous statue was damaged by lightning? Christ the Redeemer in
Rio Which record was set by 16 year old Lewis Clarke? youngest person to trek to the South Pole A bone
fragment of which king may have been unearthed in Winchester? Alfred the Great Who wrote the novel
‘The Three Musketeers’ now adapted for a new TV series? Alexandre Dumas Which two movies have 10
Oscar nominations each? Gravity’ and ‘American Hustle’

BDA CHARACTER KEY DATES AT BDA

Well done to all of the students mentioned below for
demonstrating the kinds of character traits that we
love to see at Burlington Danes. For more information
please see the notice boards outside the Sports Hall.
Yacqub Adan: Discipline
Arin,Tsion and Mariam: Resilience
Lewy Jones: Honesty
Hassan Mansaray: Compassion
Samir Islam: Perseverance
Patrick Quilligan: Compassion
Marua Elouahabi: Compassion and Kindness
Fonus Kibreab: Honesty

•Thursday 13th February, 2014:
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
•Monday 17th February-Friday
21st February, 2014: Half Term
holiday
•Monday 24th February, 2014:
Staff training day, no students in
school

WORD OF THE WEEK NEXT WEEK’S THEME
SYNTHESISE
WISDOM

Verb:
the production of chemical
compounds by reaction from
simpler materials ; the
combination of components or
elements to form a connected
whole

“…For my eyes have seen Your salvation
Which You have prepared before the
face of all peoples,
A light to bring revelation to the
Gentiles,
And the glory of Your people Israel.”

from Luke 2 22-40

