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JLS star launches app at BDA
Former JLS star Oritsé Williams surprised students at
Burlington Danes Academy with the launch of a free
music app on Wednesday.
The 2008 X Factor finalist joined representatives from
the Intellectual Property Office, UK Music and
Aardman Animations – best known for the Wallace
and Gromit films – to speak about Music Inc.
The new game is designed to give fans a taste of
working behind the scenes in the music industry,
simulating some of the challenges faced by aspiring
artists in the digital age.
Williams, artistic ambassador for Music Inc, said:
“Having experienced both sides of the business, as
an artist and manager, I believe it’s important to
educate budding creatives about what it takes to
build a career in the music industry.
“Not only is the app educational but it’s also great
fun. I would have loved a game like this when I was
growing up and certainly will be playing it now.”
UK Music CEO Jo Dipple explained that the app
conveys a message about the value of creativity in
a fun and interactive way.
It is hoped Music Inc will raise awareness of the
negative impact that copyright infringements,
including illegal downloads, can have on those
working in the business.
Minister for Intellectual Property Lord Younger said:
"The UK has a world leading music industry with
globally recognised artists, something we should be
proud of. But getting the protection of their work,
and its value right, is vital for a vibrant and successful
future.”
Burlington Danes Academy specialises in performing

arts and hosts regular musical performances in our
300-seat, on-site theatre.
Dame Sally said: “We have a wealth of
musicaltalent at the academy and we welcome
any opportunity for our students to learn a little more
about what is, of course, a very complex industry.”
Following a workshop with music students, who had
a chance to test the game, pop-sensation Williams
took questions in assembly, before dropping in on a
few classes.
Promising musician Yassin Seddik, Year 9, said: “It
seems like a fun and interesting app. It gives you an
idea of how things really might be in the music
world.”

Oxbridge talk on human rights
Dr O’Hear: On Tuesday 4th February Philippe
Bonavero, a human rights barrister from 4 Kings
Bench Walk Chambers, came to address the
Oxbridge Project on the history and application of
the Refugee Convention.
He explained what it actually meant to be
persecuted on grounds of race, religion, nationality
or sexuality and how difficult and arduous it can be
to prove this to the Home Office in order to obtain
refugee status. Mr Bonavero also spoke movingly of
how some of his clients were the bravest people he
had ever met as they had stood up to authoritarian
regimes and suffered terribly for that.
It was a fascinating talk and the students were
riveted and full of questions. We didn't leave until
nearly 5pm! Most of the students moved from a
position of scepticism regarding refugees to a
deeper appreciation of the hardship they have
been through and their right to a life free from
persecution.
Special mention must be made of Hajar Benmehdia
and Shanelle Pascall-Louis who managed to find the
correct answers to two legal problems that Mr
Bonavero set for the group. Mr Bonavero was
impressed with the standard of questions and hopes
that some of you will pursue legal careers.

I want to use this week’s message to highlight some
positive actions other teachers have caught Year 12
students completing this week.
Lakshmi - volunteering with the extra-curricular
debate club
Ithiel - Leading the assembly reflection
Mohammed
Allaf – Completing voluntary work experience
Jerrell – Asking to retake exams in his own time
Jadon – Coaching the Year 7 boys Basketball team
You are demonstrating the qualities you are going
to need to be a successful student here at BDA and
into University.
Well done and Thank you

NEW WEBSITE
Burlington Danes Academy will be launching a new
more dynamic and user-friendly website over the
coming days. Please be sure to visit and explore the
new site for a view inside our school. The address
should
stay
the
same
–
check
twitter
@burlingtondanes for updates.

Bad Science, by
Ben Goldacre
Ms Gardner: Bad Science is a book that debunks a
lot of pseudoscientific ‘theories’ in a really amusing
way. Ben Goldacre begins the book by talking
about what really counts as an experiment, and
how to judge the reliability of the results of one. He
then moves on to look at some popular theories
that pose as science – namely homeopathy and
dodgy nutritionists, before ending the book by
looking at how the media portray these theories,
and at how common it is for influential people to
make very simple but consequential scientific
mistakes.
This is another book that’s written really well, in a
way that makes it easy to understand without
feeling like it’s been dumbed down. He manages to
inject humour into topics that in reality aren’t that
amusing when you think about them too deeply,
which makes the whole thing much easier to digest
than it would be if he was just throwing facts at you.
The topics in this book are interesting for a number
of reasons – if you don’t know much about the
placebo effect then you should definitely read this
book just for the explanation of it, because it’s truly
fascinating. He clears up misconceptions about

A quick word from BDA’s
head girl on what’s been
going on this week
Elizabeth, Head Girl: Good Afternoon BDA! Quite a
bit has happened during the week, one of the most
exciting being the visit of Oritsé, one of the
members of the boy band JLS, who came to
promote the different types of positions that can
be acquired in the music industry. I know this made
fans exceptionally happy and many students
enjoyed using the karaoke booth!
I would also like to acknowledge what I presume to
be a stressful week for Year 9 with the many exams
they've had. Hopefully you will be content with your
results as they will only be the product of your hard
work and revision. Remember, talent with the
absence of hard work equates to tragedy… and
nobody likes tragedies, they are just sad.
And now to end on more serious note: please do try
to ensure you are all on your best behaviour when
moving around the school. We are, after all, an
'outstanding' school, thus the display of good
behaviour is a minimal requirement, surely? Please
do remember this when we begin school again on
Monday. Let's not let our standards slip. Be safe.

different scientific (or not so scientific) theories, and
exposes the truth behind others. It’s a great book to
read if you’re sceptical of what you learn about
through the media, and want to learn more about
how much you can trust what you hear.

The University of Lancaster
Lancaster University, established in 1964, has enjoyed
a very successful run of form. Positioned firmly in the
top 10 UK institutions by all the major ranking systems,
the north-west’s number one for graduate
employment has a lot to show off about.
The picturesque campus runs like a small, bustling
town. Vibrant, green and pretty, it’s been the focus
of major investment in recent years and boasts
award-winning facilities as a result, including: a 24hour student learning zone, excellent social venues,
a £20m sports centre, and a £10m teaching and
learning space for the Lancaster Institute for
Contemporary Arts.
Surrounded by a wealth of rolling countryside – the
Lake District and Bowland Forest, no less – the city is
entwined with the rich history of the British monarchy
and enjoys excellent links to both Manchester and
Liverpool.
77% of students are engaged in graduate
employment or postgraduate study within the first six
months of leaving. If you fancy a little distance from
London for a few studious years Lancaster is as good
an option as any.

Mrs Tanswell: On the 14th February 2014 we are
holding our annual 6th Form Future Success day to
prepare
students
for
higher
education,
apprenticeships, school leaver programmes and
employment.

SIXTH FORM TRIP TO HAWORTH
A group of Year 12 students set off on BDA Sixth
Form’s annual English trip to Haworth this morning
to visit the home of the great Bronte sisters.

There will be a timetable of events for all students
that will incorporate personal statements, university
finance, a future fair, careers workshops and alumni
talks as well as much more.

The students will enjoy a tour of the famous
parsonage where the three literary giants penned
some of the most influential novels in history. They
will also explore the beautiful village and venture
into wildly evocative surrounding moors, the setting
of Emily Bronte’s solitary masterpiece, Wuthering
Heights.
Check next week’s Academy News for a full
roundup of what’s sure to be a fun and enriching
weekend.

Notice for Year 12: If you haven’t yet picked up your
GCSE certificates, please do from Ms Morson in the
key stage 4 reception.

Notices and Opportunities...
See Mrs Tanswell for more details

SOAS' Festival of Languages and Culture:
28 February 2014 Performances, Workshops,
Language tasters. See Mrs Tanswell for more details.

Politics Masterclass - 11th Feb 1pm-4pm
Anthropology and Sociology Masterclass - 12th Feb
1pm-4pm. See Mrs. Tanswell for further details

PWC Work Experience programme is now open Year
12 Business students interested in a valuable work
experience placement. news@fspdirections.org.uk

Medicine Careers Day at Keele University. 12th
March 2014. See Mr Whitlock for application
details.

Improve Your Chances of Becoming a Doctor (8
February, 1 March and 29 March)
Improve Your Chances of Becoming a Lawyer (15
March) One day careers event for Year 12 students
who would like to become a doctor or a lawyer. For
full details, including costs and to apply, see
www.epoc.org.uk

Physics Work Experience scheme at Imperial
College University. Year 12 students with a keen
interest in Physics. The application form, and further
information, can be found here:
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/physics/about/outreach
/workexperience

