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Sixth Form Parents Evening
Ms Megaw: It was fantastic to see so many of your
parents, carers and siblings at Sixth Form Parents
Evening on Thursday night. You should have picked
up your Sixth Form Pack to outline your progress to
targets, including how this relates to your UCAS
grades, as well as your attendance certificate and
information on January mock exams.
Take some time to read this over and reflect on the
comments given by subject teachers during your
meetings, and what you can put in place this term to
ensure you are working toward these targets.
Remember, constructive criticism is a basis for
development and so should be sought and acted
upon in order to foster self improvement and
reflection.
Year 13 students, you will need to bring along your
predictive grade sheets to UCAS meetings with myself
and Mr Fenn. Year 12 students, you will need to
consider your behaviour and use of independent time
in light of your predictions and your teachers’
comments. As outlined in the Sixth Form Pack and our
Jadon Guthrie, Head Boy: It's hard not to
acknowledge how much of a great week this has
been! I would love to give high praises to the whole
cast of 'Much A Do About Nothing' who performed at
a high-profile theatre in Central London. They had the
audience laughing and crying throughout and I've
heard many great things from parents, teachers and
fellow students about how great the performance
actually was. It was heart-melting to see so much of
you coming out, cheering on your fellow students half of the audience was from BDA alone! It is easy to
take for granted something as simple as support,
especially from really amazing friends to inspirational
teachers - even I fall victim to this at times, but it is
moments like what I experienced on Tuesday, which
makes me humbled and honoured to call myself
Head Boy of Burlington Danes Academy. Have an
amazing weekend, and as always... Peace + Love

discussions at parents evening, the January mock
exams, alongside your predictions, will be used to
determine entry to summer examinations; if you
want to be put forward for all your subject options
you will need to show this in your progress.
Have a fantastic weekend, Ms M.

Reflections on India trip
Following on from BDA Sixth Form’s incredible trip to
India last month, students have taken the time to sit
down and write a little about what they have learnt
from the amazing experience. See below for a few
examples...
Omar: There are many things I have learnt from this
trip, but the most important one I would like to reflect
on is friendships. Within minutes of getting to know the
students at SKSN, they felt like family to me. I can
never forget the times we spent together and the
subjects of our conversations – although they may
seem trivial at the time, in hindsight, they were golden
moments.
Adekunle: I have learnt that no matter how hard or
unsolvable you think a situation is, there is always a
solution – if you look to people’s positive attributes,
have an understanding of personality and a
determined and assertive mind-set, you can improve
the general standard of living.
Ruth: One thing I have learnt is to respect others and
especially teachers. I have also learnt that I need to
spend more time with my family as some children
don’t have family. Lastly, I have learnt that nursing is
for me and I need to help prevent people’s suffering.
Diego: One thing I have learned on this trip to India is
to show kindness and love to everyone no matter
what the circumstance. The tiniest things meant the
world to the kids.
Fred: I am now sure I want to teach after teaching kids
at SKSN.
Charlene: I learnt the difference between being a
tourist and being a traveller. We didn’t just take photos
and go sightseeing, but we also became a part of
their culture.
Corrina: I have learnt how to appreciate people.

DVD Recommendation
More a psychological thriller than a straight up
documentary, Black Fish set the movie world alight
earlier this year.
Detailing the shocking story of Tilikum, a killer whale
that killed several people while in captivity, this
provocative film takes its cue from Werner Herzog’s
seminal piece, Grizzly Man. Exploring the unknown,
unpredictable power of nature and what can
happen when it is forced to interact with the human
race, Black Fish will stay with you for days. If you can’t
find a copy and you’re particularly keen to see it, ask
Mr Cooke.

Profile: Durham University
The picturesque city of Durham is home to one of the
UK’s top universities. Nestled amidst an appealingly
wooded landscape and boasting a healthy dose of
heritage, the collegiate institution is famous for a strong
sense of community and focus.
Rolling to a traditional tune, much like Oxford and
Cambridge, Durham has a famous history of prestige
and success. Founded in 1882, it is currently ranked
either fifth of sixth by all university league tables and has
rarely strayed from such a high level of achievement
over the years.
Previously named the Sunday Times University of the
Year, Durham is known for expert teaching across the
board, with particularly high regard held for its history,
English, economics and geography schools, to name
but a few.
Its well-stocked, award-winning library is one of just six in
the UK with national archive status. The uni is also home
to over 64 acres of sports fields.
Following a significant investment, the Palatine Centre
opened in 2012 and includes a brand new student
services building, a law school and an extension of the
library, offering over 500 new study spaces.
With beautiful countryside and coastline nearby,
excellent transport links, and one particular college
located in a castle next to the city’s majestic Norman
cathedral, it really does have as much as one could
want from the uni experience.
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD, Mr Lawrence: DoE is a
fantastic way of gaining recognition for many of the
activities you already do and is also a good excuse to
try something new; a new sport or regular physical
exercise, something creative, some voluntary work in
the local area, and ultimately an expedition.
Part of the purpose of getting involved is to get out of
your comfort zone, to try something different from which
you would normally do.
Why should year 12 students get involved? You have
heard so many times already this year about the need
to differentiate yourself. To stand out and offer more
than just your A level grades. DoE requires
commitment. You can't finish it in an afternoon or even
a few months. Universities and employers value people
who have gained the award because of what it says
about their character and personal qualities.
students this year.
If you register and are
Registration forms are available from the student committed then we will make sure you meet the
reception. Please return these with your £15 registration requirements and gain an award!
fee by the end of next week.
E-mail me or come and see me in room 312 if you
Mr Lawrence will be looking after y12 Duke of Edinburgh have any questions.

Programme Maker for a Day
A group of very fortunate BDA students embarked on
a trip to the BBC as part of its Programme Maker for a
Day initiative.
Students enjoyed a fascinating day at the BBC New
Broadcasting House studios in central London.
Witnessing the morning’s production meeting with the
Focus on Africa World TV team was their first ‘look see’
at how live news is put together. They were taught
basic TV techniques by course producer Mark Egan
and then scripted and recorded their own pieces.
Presenter Peter Okwoche took part in one of the
interviews as did Fuse ODG! All these items will be
edited to make a DVD of this special BDA version of
Focus on Africa.
The day culminated in watching the live transmission
of that evening’s Focus on Africa programme from
both the studio floor and the control gallery. All the
students were amazed at how the presenter, Sophie
Ikenye, was able to concentrate and read the script
with so much talk and noise feeding through her ear
piece.
The students joined the post-transmission debrief in the
BBC Newsroom (the largest in Europe) and
discovered more about the challenges the
production team had to contend with throughout the
day, including the lead story changing just 10 minutes
before broadcast!

while the highlight for one student was receiving
winning smiles from Rough Copy, who were in the
building doing an interview for Radio 1.

Well done to all the students who attended on such
exemplary behaviour – I’m sure you will agree that it
Sophie Ikenye and Peter Okwoche posed for pictures, was a fantastic experience!

Students Challenged at RE Day
RE Department: On Tuesday Mr Whitlock and Ms
Hitchcock led the 6th Form RE Day. Students watched
The Life of Pi which touched on issues of spirituality
and identity. The students reflected on their own
identity and were challenged by the question “Who
are you?” After, quotes from the film were laid out
across the Dennis Potter Theatre and post-it reflections
written up, students had a brief debate about
identity.
In the afternoon, students were taken on a desert
island journey considering, in groups, what they would
do in life-threatening situations and whether this would
change something of who they are along the way.
Finally students were exposed to a challenging clip
about “Being Muslim, Being British” and finished with a
discussion about whether losing a sense of your
identity can be the cause of some extremism in
society.

Before I go to Sleep, SJ Watson
Ms Hartnett: Someone recommended I read this
book and I admit I was dubious at first. I was
picturing something like the 50 First dates film when I
heard that it’s about a woman who has a specific
type of amnesia; every time she goes to sleep she
wakes up having forgotten years of her life. I’m
happy to say how wrong I was about this book.
Christine wakes up every morning next to her
husband, who has to remind her of their relationship,
and how old she is, not knowing if she is now
convinced she is a teenager, or twenty-five. Christine
keeps a diary, which she soon discovers she keeps a
secret from her husband and each day she
uncovers more of the truth about her life, her
memories and the man she claims to love.
This is a fantastic book which will keep you on the
edge of your seat. It’s a psychological thriller which
will really make you think about identity. Is it our
memories that make us who we are, or is it innate?
And if you can’t remember who you are, who can
you trust – the woman who wrote the diary, the man
who reminds you of who you are every day or the
psychologist who is helping you piece it all together?
I really recommend this book to people who study
psychology, like a good mystery/thriller, or just like
books you can’t put down.

Mr Fenn

Mr Jennings

Hello Year 13. I was delighted to have so many
positive chats with your parents on Thursday
evening. This is your final year of school and the
focus of the year group is very impressive.

In the past week you have had time to reflect on
your predicted grades, parents evening and the
unscheduled assembly from Miss Megaw and I.
Now all I am going to ask you to do is be honest
with yourself. Are you proud of everything you have
done so far this year or have there been occasions
where you have let yourself down? If you can be
honest and you recognise you have made
mistakes now is the time to rectify this.
“Success does not consist in never making mistakes
but in never making the same one a second
time.” - George Bernard Shaw

Over 45 of you have now paid and sent your
applications, but a form is yet to win the race. It is still
all to play for, so make sure you are not the student
letting your form down. My student of the week this
week is Almas, who is an example for us to follow. He
sent his application off early, and he has now
received four out of five offers.

Notices and Opportunities...
See Mrs Tanswell for more details

UCL Uni-link
Preparing for University programme. For Year 12s, see
Mr Whitlock

SOAS MASTERCLASSES
Shifting Paradigms: An Introduction to the Study of
Religions‘. See Mr Whitlock

Want Morrisons to pay you to go to University?
We are partnering Bradford University and have
developed a unique programme that will allow you
to work, earn and learn while studying towards a BSc
(Hons) in Management and Business. For 6th formers
interested in school leaver programmes.
See Mr. Whitlock for more details

CAREERS AT LUNCH
Students who need advice/help with their career
options. See Mrs. Tanswell or Mrs. Finnet every
Tuesday lunchtime in SO11

LSE student shadowing programme
Year 12 students. See Mr Whitlock

KPMG school leavers event and programme: All
Sixth Formers. See Mr. Whitlock.

