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We Are Ofsted Outstanding
Ofsted Outstanding: We are extremely proud to
announce that Burlington Danes Academy has been
judged outstanding by Ofsted in all four categories.

Following the inspection on the 21-22 November 2013,
we can confirm that the achievement of pupils, quality
of teaching, behaviour and safety of pupils, and
leadership and management were all deemed to be of
the highest merit.
Ofsted define an outstanding school as one which is
“highly effective in delivering outcomes that provide
exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of
their education, training or employment.”
Achieving this coveted status has been a wonderful
experience. We are so proud of the exceptional
success of Burlington Danes Academy students and we
will continue to raise the standard of the education that
we provide. There is always room for improvement.
Head Girl, Elizabeth Olugbebe: Good afternoon fellow
Sixth Form and BDA students and what a fantastic
week it has been for us all! A huge well done to those
of us in Y12-13 who have improved in at least one
subject - this has contributed to a great increase in our
predicted data. I would also like to say well done to
the Y7s on their results. I hope we can all continue to
progress by being proactive and independent in our
learning.

Also on this note, we should try and get involved with
the building character programme that Ms Quinton
launched in assemblies this week. It is important to
develop skills such as resilience, self-control, social
intelligence and optimism because as she said it is vital
to our futures, be it in employment or at university and
even as healthy individuals.
If there's ever an opportunity to become a better
version of yourself, make the most of your year group
theme and activities that follow. Building character
leads to success!

We would like to thank the whole BDA community for
such fantastic support; this is as much your success as it
is ours. You can view our full inspection report on our
website. Please see next week’s newsletter for a full
roundup of our excellent results.

A Wonderful Christmas Concert
The Christmas concert has co me to mark the
beginning of the festive season for many at BDA and
so the pressure on the performers is always high, but
last night, as ever, they did not disappoint.

With the Dennis Potter theatre brimming with
seasonal spirit and cheer, a very tal ented range of
musicians took to the stage to deliver a fantastically
diverse repertoire.
A beautifully composed orchestral rendi tion of Troika
got proceedings underway and instantly absorbed
the audience.
From a delightful version of Silver and Gold by the
choir, to the folk group’s exquisite tak e on The
Caunaught’s Ramble, it was cl ear the evening would
be one to remember.
Inspire Dance Company, the excellent samba
drummers, the steel pans players, the brass ensemble
and a wholly original bassoon quartet completed a
wonderful first half.

Following a break of mulled wine and mince pies, the
second period began with the jazz band doing
justice to Mile Davis’s classic All Blues with a selection
of fantastic solos. More excellent steel pans, Year 11
Dance Company, Chamber Choir and the string
quintet’s magnificent All You Need is Love kept the

standard extraordinarily high, before Rock School
took over to deliver three tracks with remarkabl e
professionalism.
It was left to the excellent staff choir to charm the
audience with The First Noel ahead of the evening’s
finale rendition of Feed the World.
Mr Prout commented on it being the best Christmas
concert that he has been involved with at BDA and
few would argue. All musicians performed with a
poise and control way beyond their years. Well
done on what was a truly wonderful evening.

Sixth form trip to Bloomberg HQ
Mr Whitlock, Director of 6th Form Progression: On
Friday 6th December Mr Whitlock took a group of 6th
Formers studying Economics and Business to
Bloomberg L.P headquarters in London to experi ence
a “speed networking” event. This gave them the
opportunity to talk to five different employees over
the course of an hour about what it is like to work in a
large global industry.
Bloomberg L.P provides financial software tools such
as an analyti cs and equity trading platform, data
services and news to financial companies. It also
owns Bloomberg News and a global television
network alongside a radio station, various websites
and
two
well-known
magazines
(Bloomberg
Businessweek and Bloomberg Markets).
After the students made some excellent connections
and exhausted their questions they finished the event
by raiding the amazing free cafeteria which had
everything you could ever imagine to eat from
popcorn to crisps to jelly beans to fruit to, well,
anything! The employees certainly get i t good
working for a company like Bloomberg.

“They finished the event by
raiding the amazing free
cafeteria which had
everything you could ever
imagine”

A review of The Sisters Brothers
As one of our themes for the Sixth Form Book
Society*, we decided to challenge ourselves and
read a Booker Prize winning book. One student
chose Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell, and another
chose The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes – and
I picked up The Sisters Brothers.
I admit, I was drawn by the cover, bright red and
gold – it looks like a Tarantino or Cohen Brothers film.
To be fair, the plot sounded intriguing too – it’s set in
1850s A meri ca, during the gold-rush, and follows two
brothers – Charlie and Eli Sisters (hence the ti tle) – as
they aim to kill a man their boss dislikes. The Sisters
brothers are infamous killers, feared for their violent
and ruthless natures, but as the story is told from Eli’s
perspective, you really get a feel for the characters.
Eli is self-conscious of his weight, and falls in love with
a number of unworthy women along the way, and
Charlie is quick to anger, errati c and spiteful – both
are sociopaths, but you easily get hooked on their
story and drawn into their problems.
This is a book you can easily dip in and out of as
each chapter reads more like a scene from a film –
easy to picture and almost an individual story. It’s
not for the faint of heart, it can be a bit gruesome at
times, and the brothers don’t shy away from murder
to get what they want – but it’s really worth a read!
Go on, challenge yourself! You can always read
something light for your next book.

Mr Fenn: Hello Year 13. At this point, offers are
flooding in and some of you now even have five
offers! This is fantastic. The next stage of the process
is now upon us – preparing for interview. Over the
next few weeks, you will be interviewed in form and
by myself and Ms Megaw. Be sure to share with your
tutor any interview dates you have. Best of luck,
and keep up the hard work!
One final reminder is that your mock exams begin in
January. We will be using these mock exams to
determine whether or no t we enter you for re-sits in
the summer. Be prepared, not scared!

* Sixth Form Book Society is in the Sixth Form Library
after school on Mondays. We’re reading Dystopian
Fiction next, starting with The Maze Runner by James
Dashner. Feel free to come along if you’re interested
– there will be biscuits, and might even be tea.

Mr Jennings: The only way to start this message is to
say well done to the 52 students who have
improved their predicted grades in such a short
space of ti me. Special mentions must go to Ahmad,
Szymon
and
Elizabeth
for
the
significant
improvement they made and the 20 students who
have been on target all year. The way in which the
majority of you are realising what i t takes to be
successful when you are given more independence
is encouraging. The real test of this will be in 10
Academy days when you will be sitting your first
formal exams of the year! REVISION MUS T START
NOW.

UCAS offers come streaming in
Ms Megaw: Well done to the students who have
secured offers at their chosen universiti es! A particular
well done to Janine, Almas and Sara who are now
ready to select their firm and insurance choices. Best
of luck to Giorgi and Rumana who have interviews
coming up, and to Adekunle and Jemma who have
their interviews at Cambridge! We will be giving
weekly updates on offers made in this section each
week.
Congratulations to the following on the offers they
have already received:

Ibrahim Abdelmoula: Kingston
Zainab Ali: Bath, Kings, Nottingham, Queen Mary
Yvan Atangana: Manchester
Lilya Ayachi: Keele, Bournemouth, Portsmouth, Bangor
Nancy Baker: Chester, Kent, Liverpool Jon Moores,
Brighton
Janine Buckley-Ankrah: Birmingham, De Montford,
Kingston, Queen Mary, Reading
Marcella Cilia: Birmingham, Keele, Hull
Joshua Conyard: Brunel
Sara Elkateep: Northampton, UEA, Southampton,
Liverpool, Royal Holloway
Yusra Farooq: Birmingham City, Kingston
Fred Gill: Queens (Belfast), Glasgow
Gianina Graham: Southampton, Exeter, Bristol

Zeinab Hussein: Keele, Portsmouth, East Anglia
Muna Iman: Liverpool, Keele, Hertfordshire
Laura Kelly: Brunel, Bath, Hertfordshire
Ina Krasniqi: Chester
Almas
Mia:
Exeter,
Bristol,
Nottingham,
Loughborough
Rumana Miah: Queen Mary
Manahel Mohamed: Leicester, UWE, Keele
Mohamed Mustafa: Keele, Birmingham
Suad Nur: Kingston Hertfordshire
Jemma Smith: Exeter, Sussex, Southampton

The University of Southampton
With origins dating back as far as 1862 and offi cially
established in 1952, the University of Southampton is
a founding member of the prestigious Russell Group.
Consistently rank ed in the UK’s top 15 and the
world’s top 100, the south coast university has a
formidable reputation for outstanding research and
excellent teaching and learning practise.

With over 17,000 undergraduates and 7,000
postgraduates, it is one of the largest universities in
the south east region. It comprises six campuses
across Southampton and Winchester, with a partner
institution in Malaysia, where students can apply to
study for a period during their course.
The main Hadfield campus is located just two miles
from Southampton city centre and is peppered with
plenty of parks and green space to enjoy. Hadfield
also offers a vibrant social life and is home to the
Institute for Life Sciences and the Mariti me Centre of
Excellence.
Since 2012, Southampton has been tailoring its
curriculum so that students can take modules from
other courses to meet their specifi c learning needs. It
also proudly boasts a busy careers department that

includes a graduate passport scheme and a
personal development programme in conjunction
with employers.

Things to do this weekend

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize: Consider
questions of beauty, vanity, aesthetic art and the
art of framing at the National Portrait Gallery, near
Charing Cross tube.

The Class of 92: Back in 1992, a group of six
extraordinary young footballers were plying their
trade in Manchester United’s youth setup. Seven
years later, the same six lads were squaring up
against the world’s best teams in their hunt for the
Champions League title. This is a documentary not
just about football, but about a time and place in
flux. It offers a glimpse into the dynamics of a close
knit group of friends while saying something much
larger about a generation. The Class of 92 was
released on DVD last week. Ask Mr Cooke if you’re
having difficulty getting hold of a copy.

You could always throw the boat out and make your
way to what’s arguably London’s best second hand
bookshop. Spend some quality time at Any Amount
of Books, Charing Cross, browsing the shelves for that
masterpiece you’ve been waiting for. If you can find
a copy of Sons and Lovers, it goes down particularly
well at this time of year!

The Hobbit, The Desolation of Smaug: Released on
the 13th of this month, the second instal ment of
Peter Jackson’s prequel trilogy is sure to be jam
packed with action, magic and everything else
we’ve come to expect fro m this master storyteller.
Don’t miss out on one of the cinemati c events of
the year.

Southbank’s traditional German-style Christmas
market is up and running and awaiting your visit.
The old wooden stalls offer a range of seasonal
goods – from heart-warming grub, to toys and gifts
for all ages. If you don’t want to spend money, it
makes for a good walk by the river. Dress warm!

Why not get into the Christmas spirit with a trip to
the Tower of London ice rink for a frosty afternoon in
the glare of one of London’s most famous
landmarks.

Located in the dry moat, an afternoon on the ice
will cost in the region of £10-15.

Notices and Opportunities...
See Mrs Tanswell for more details

UCL Uni-link
Preparing for University programme. For Year 12s, see
Mr Whitlock

Law and Criminology Taster Day at West London Uni:
take part in an interactive mock courtroom criminal
case ‘Murder: Cannibalism in the Dock’. Wednesday
11th December 1, 3:15pm-17:00.
For further information or to book your free tickets
visit www.uwl.ac.uk/taster

Want Morrisons to pay you to go to University?
We are partnering Bradford University and have
developed a unique programme that will allow you
to work, earn and learn while studying towards a BSc
(Hons) in Management and Business. For 6th formers
interested in school leaver programmes.
See Mr. Whitlock for more details

CAREERS AT LUNCH
Students who need advice/help with their career
options. See Mrs. Tanswell or Mrs. Finnet every
Tuesday lunchtime in SO11

Sutton Trust US Programme - application deadline
22nd Jan:

For all Sixth Formers. See Mr. Whitlock

KPMG school leavers event and programme: All
Sixth Formers. See Mr. Whitlock.

