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An Outstanding Turnaround
Once
labelled
one
of
London's
worst
comprehensives, Burlington Danes Academy has
been judged outstanding by Ofsted in all four
categories.
Following a full inspection on 21-22 November,
Ofsted’s report was made public last Friday and
makes for exceptional reading.
The report begins: “The mission to provide the very
best education for every pupil within a caring and
safe environment has become a reality in this
outstanding academy. Students, staff and parents
are proud to be part of this mission and speak very
highly about the academy.”
The achievement of pupils, quality of teaching,
behaviour and safety of pupils, and leadership and
management all received the highest grading
based on the new Ofsted criteria, introduced in
September 2013. Under the new tightened criteria it
is thought that just 4-5% of schools will be awarded
outstanding status.
Placed in special measures in 2006 and becoming
the first ARK academy the same year, BDA has
experienced a dramatic turnaround. With Principal
Dame Sally Coates and Senior Vice Principal
Michael Ribton joining in 2008, the school has been
on an upward trajectory ever since.
Dame Sally said: “It is a stunning achievement for the
school and ARK Academies. I am so proud of my
staff.”
Despite fallen national averages in this summer’s
GSCE results, Burlington Danes pupils celebrated
record achievement of 77% A*-C (including English
and maths), more than double its 2006 results. The
sixth form, founded in 2009, followed suit with a 99%.

pass rate and 50% of all qualifications awarded A*-B
The report continues: “The commitment of all staff in
this academy to the continuous improvement of
teaching and learning is exceptional.”
Ken Bromfield, governor and former pupil, said: “BDA
is now established as an outstanding school, serving
the community in which I was born and raised. So
my gratitude to all BDA staff regarding their role in
what has been achieved is heartfelt. There is no
question in my mind that the decision to bring BDA
under ARK's wing was the vital step on the hard road
to success via Sally and her fantastic team.”
Chair of Governors Lord Stanley Fink said: “I am so
thrilled and proud of the school and would like to
pay enormous tribute to Sally for her phenomenal
leadership, the Senior Leadership Team who have
helped drive the school forward and the amazing
and hardworking staff.”
Burlington Danes Academy’s journey continues with
a new primary school opening within the ARK
network on its White City site in September 2014.

Ofsted thoughts on BDA Sixth Form
Ms Megaw: Below is a summary of some key points
raised by Ofsted inspectors specific to the Sixth Form
provision. As you can see, the inspectors highlighted
the outstanding quality of your subject teachers in
both academic and vocational pathways, a high
level of aspiration and opportunity offered as part of
your Sixth Form programme including pathways to
university and careers, and your impeccable
behaviour as students and role models. Year 11’s
need to get their applications in to ensure a place in
this Outstanding Sixth Form!
Well done to all the Sixth Formers for your
contributions; and remember to thank your teachers
for doing such an amazing job for you!

- The progress of students in both vocational and
academic courses in the sixth form is outstanding as
a result of excellent teaching and the support they
receive to meet ambitious targets.
- Sixth form students model impeccable behaviour

for the rest of the school. They are keen to take up
opportunities to lead assemblies, to support students
lower down the school with their studies, to lead the
school council and to represent the school at
significant levels.
- Leaders of the sixth form exhibit a real drive to raise
the aspirations of all students. Every student has an
individualised study programme which links their
courses to future pathways.
- Initiatives such as bespoke work experience, the
Oxbridge project, assertive mentoring and close links
with Imperial College are enabling a greater
proportion of students to attend the most prestigious
universities.

Burlington Danes Ofsted Report
The full Ofsted report, providing comprehensive
detail of the effectiveness of Burlington Danes
Academy in each of the four categories, can be
viewed HERE. But in the interest of convenience, we
have picked out a few key aspects to be
considered.
With 38 percent of all the lessons assessed by
inspectors graded outstanding, the section of the
document concerned with quality of teaching
makes for a particularly satisfying read.
It states: “Teachers make learning enjoyable by
providing imaginative, structured and challenging
activities that enable students to make outstanding
progress. Teachers ask open-ended questions that
create an inclusive climate for learning.”
It also gives us great pleasure to acknowledge the
positive comments made by students about
teaching practice: “Feedback about their learning
is overwhelmingly positive as seen in comments such
as ‘Learning is brilliant at this school (Year 8),’ and
‘Teachers really support us to meet our ambitious
targets (Year 11),’ and ‘We are given so many
opportunities to really prepare us for the best
universities (Year 13).’”

Ultimately, having had a grand total of 52 lessons
observed, we take a huge amount of pride in the
written recognition that we are a school in which
“the commitment of all staff… to the continuous
improvement of teaching and learning is
exceptional.”
As stated in last week’s newsletter, achieving this
coveted status has been a wonderful experience.
We are so proud of the exceptional success of BDA
students and we will continue to strive to raise our
standards. There is always room for improvement.
“An outstanding school is highly effective in
delivering outcomes that provide exceptionally well
for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils are
very well equipped for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.”

Kent University

BDA Alumni

With good reason the University of Kent likes to think
of itself as the UK’s European university. In addition
to the opportunity of a year’s study abroad and
extra language modules with almost every subject,
it boasts sites in Brussels, Paris, Athens and Rome.

BDA Sixth Form will be hosting its first alumni event
next week for students who moved on to the world
of university and careers last year.

But, of course, home is where the heart is. Kent’s
main campus offers a vibrant, social lifestyle and is
situated in a leafy setting near the centre of
Canterbury. The uni placed third in London and the
south-east in the latest national student survey, so
undergraduates can expect a happy time. It also
received 87% for its quality of teaching

Mr Fenn: Hello Year 13. Firstly, this is how Ofsted
perceive
you
“sixth
form
students
model
impeccable behaviour for the rest of the school.
They are keen to take up opportunities to lead
assemblies, to support students lower down the
school with their studies, to lead the school council
and to represent the school at significant events”.
We have now reached the end of our first term and I
am very happy with everything you have
achieved. It has been an exceptionally busy period,
but with the first phase of UCAS completed, we can
now turn our attention to the mock exams. Do
ensure you prepare for these thoroughly, as we will
only be entering students for summer re-sits if they
are at least on target in these mocks. Please be
aware of the timings for next week.

The event will be taking place in the DP Atrium from
12.30pm on Friday, with some nibbles and drinks on
offer.
This is an excellent opportunity to catch up with
some old friends and find out how they are getting
on in the big wide world. Please do pop down and
say hello before heading off for the Christmas
holidays. We hope to see you there.

Mr Jennings: Firstly, this is how Ofsted perceive you
“sixth form students model impeccable behaviour
for the rest of the school. They are keen to take up
opportunities to lead assemblies, to support students
lower down the school with their studies, to lead the
school council and to represent the school at
significant events”.
Thank you and well done.
Secondly, If you haven’t already started revising for
your January exams you need to stop reading this
and start immediately.

UCAS offers still streaming in
Well done to all students who received offers from
their chosen universities this week. Please see below
for information on those most recently secured. Be
sure to check next week’s newsletter to keep informed
of your peers’ good news.
Sara Elkateep: Northampton, UEA, Southampton,
Liverpool and Royal Holloway
Yusra Farooq: Birmingham City, Kingston and Derby
Ina Krasniqi: Chester and Middlesex
Ibrahim Abdelmoula: Hertfordshire and Middlesex
Marcella Cilia: Portsmouth
Josh Conyard: Loughborough
Fara Deni Deni: Bedfordshire
Giorgi Guledani: Queens Belfast
Temesghen Kahsai: Bradford
Hamsa Osman: Kingston
Lia Stephenson: St Mary’s Twickenham and St Mark’s
Ibrahim Yusif: Kent and Middlesex

Review: George Orwell’s 1984
Ms Hartnett: I have to admit – this book made me a bit
paranoid the first time I read it. It was while I was in
Prague, and then Berlin and I think the resulting feeling
of paranoia was a combination of too many visits to
the Museum of Communism, and the history of the
Berlin Wall alongside Orwell’s entirely too plausible Big
Brother and NewSpeak.
The novel is set in a country that was previously Great
Britain, one now controlled by a political party and
headed by Big Brother – a very public figure who may
not actually exist. People can be arrested for
‘thoughtcrimes’, and every aspect of their lives are
controlled by the totalitarian Party – including how
they speak and what they feel. They are even
creating a language called NewSpeak that
eradicates any way to express feelings against Big
Brother.
Winston Smith works for the Ministry of Truth (or
Minitrue), editing and altering articles about the
country’s past to fit in with their current policies and
party line. If they arrest someone for ‘thoughtcrime’,
any existing positive articles will be changed by
Winston to articles about Big Brother’s vigilance and
distrust of them. He’s very good at his job, but secretly
hates Big Brother and wants to rebel – writing a journal
criticising the Party which could get him sentenced to
death. When Winston meets and falls in love with Julia,
they embark on a secret affair they think Big Brother
knows nothing about, and have a reason to rebel.

“It’s a brilliant book
for those who like to
be forced to think
about society,
psychology and
history”

history – but not one for a cheerful read. I loved this
This dystopian novel is a fairly short read, but certainly book, and have read it many times since Prague,
not a light one. It’s a brilliant book for those who like to but it still makes me stop and think – for fiction, it’s
scarily authentic.
be forced to think about society, psychology and

Things to do this weekend

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize: Consider
questions of beauty, vanity, aesthetic art and the
art of framing at the National Portrait Gallery, near
Charing Cross tube.

The Class of 92: Back in 1992, a group of six
extraordinary young footballers were plying their
trade with Manchester United’s youth setup. Seven
years later, the same six lads were squaring up
against the world’s best teams in their hunt for the
Champions League title. This is a documentary not
just about football but about a time and place in
flux. It offers a glimpse into the dynamics of a close
knit group of friends while saying something much
larger about a generation. The Class of 92 was
released on DVD last week. Ask Mr Cooke if you’re
having difficulty getting hold of a copy.

You could always throw the boat out and make your
way to what’s arguably London’s best second hand
bookshop. Spend some quality time at Any Amount
of Books, Charing Cross, browsing the shelves for that
masterpiece you’ve been waiting for. If you can find
a copy of Sons and Lovers, it goes down particularly
well this time of year!

The Hobbit, The Desolation of Smaug: Released this
evening, the second instalment of Peter Jackson’s
prequel trilogy to The Lord of the Rings is sure to be
jam packed with action, magic and everything
else we’ve come to expect from this master
storyteller. Don’t miss out on one of the cinematic
events of the year.

Southbank’s traditional German-style Christmas
market is up and running and awaiting your visit.
The old wooden stalls offer a range of seasonal
goods – from heart-warming grub, to toys and gifts
for all ages. If you don’t want to spend money, it
makes for a good walk by the river. Dress warm!

Why not get into the Christmas spirit with a trip to
the Tower of London ice rink for a frosty afternoon in
the glare of one of London’s most famous
landmarks.
Located in the dry moat, an afternoon on the ice
will cost in the region of £10-15.

Notices and Opportunities...
See Mrs Tanswell for more details

UCL Uni-link
Preparing for University programme. For Year 12s, see
Mr Whitlock

Mentoring Programme with Royal Holloway:
Year 12’s studying vocational subjects predicted a
minimum of DDM. Sign up with Mrs. Tanswell in room
SO11

Sky Apprenticeships in Marketing, Creative and
Digital, Business and Technology:

Sutton Trust US Programme - application deadline
22nd Jan:

Visit www.skyapprenticeships.com

For all Sixth Formers. See Mr. Whitlock

CAREERS AT LUNCH
Students who need advice/help with their career
options. See Mrs. Tanswell or Mrs. Finnet every
Tuesday lunchtime in SO11

Community Service Project 2014
Year 12 students looking for volunteering
opportunities
See Mrs Tanswell

