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An offer from Cambridge

Burlington Danes Academy would like fo
congratulate Year 13 student Adekunle Awodele on
receiving a conditional offer to study Architecture at
Trinity College, Cambridge - an incredible
achievement.

The University of Cambridge is revered worldwide for
its academic excellence, with the Department of
Architecture, which celebrated its centenary in
2012, consistently ranked in the UK's top three.

What's more, Trinity is one of the university's three
royal colleges and enjoys a formidable reputation
for success, with 31 Nobel Prize winners amongst its
illustrious alumni. It's also the largest of all the
Oxbridge colleges.

Architecture has a notoriously difficult application
process, with prospective undergraduates queuing
up to study it at various universities across the UK,
making Adekunle's accomplishment all the more
impressive.

We wish Adekunle the very best of luck and are sure
that regardless of where he decides o study he will
do very well indeed.

See link for details of a presentation made by
Adekunle to our History of Art Society about
architecture and phenomenology:
hitp://www.burlingtondanesacademy.org/Adekunl
Ms Megaw: We are extremely proud of Adekunle for
securing his condifional offer at Trinity College, and

oufstanding achievement to be offered a place
with the educations elitel

All three of Adekunle’s assessors said they were very
impressed with hisinferview in particular, and that he

was a very unique student. Adekunle should be
especially commended for his research around his
subject of Architecture for which he has a real love
and passion, which was evident in all his interview
practice and preparations.

| am also immensely proud of all our Year 13 students
who made their applications to Oxbridge, many of
whom got through to the interview stages. It is @
great achievement to secure even the predictive
grades for an Oxbridge application, and
candidates are within the top 5% of the country if
considered for a place.

We look forward to supporting Adekunle through this
exciting journey.
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University of East Anglia

The University of East Anglia’s story is one of fast and
considerable success. Established in 1963 it is
currently ranked 17 in the UK by The Times and The
Guardian and 20" by The Complete University
Guide.

Its campus is located just a few miles from the centre
of Norwich and students enjoy easy access to the
county’s beautiful rolling countryside. The campus
itself  boasts excellent sporting facilities, an
appedaling range of bars and cafes, an award-
winning student union and the renowned Sainsbury
Centre for Visual Arfs.

Arts and culture are a big part of the university's
unique identity. Its thriving music scene caught the
media’'s attention this year, with its vibrant union
deemed the country’'s best student venue by Livel
Magazine.

Much like the University of Sussex, a fellow 1994
Group insfitution, there is a strong and distinct
political atmosphere on campus. It's famed for ifs
green awareness and potfent political
consciousness.

East Anglia is also known for having a relafively low
sfudent population from independent schools —
rounded to just 14%. It also enjoys an exfremely high
proportion undergraduates achieving first and
upper second-class honours degrees.

A word from our head boy

Jadon, Head Boy: Good afternoon Burlingfon Danes!
BDA has been a bag of emotions all week. éth form
and Y11 have had mock results and there has been
disappointment and well-earned success. Y11's are
going through 6™ Form interviews where some have
been accepted while sadly others have not. It is also
a pressured fime for Years 8 and 9 as they have
exams in a week’s time. These things can be tough
but we have to go through them to show progress.

Progress is everywhere in BDA and is something we
can be rightly proud of. Amirin Y8 fold me just this
morning ‘We are even making progress in the
Berwick Centre — | think it's going fo really help me in
lessons when | come out.’ Exams, assessments and
interviews are hard work but they are the way fo
make progress.

As Benjamin Franklin said, ‘Without continual growth
and progress, such words as improvement,
achievement and success have no meaning.’ So
my message fo you this week is to keep on frying,
keep on working and keep on succeeding. | believe
we can all do it. Have a great weekend but more
importantly... Peace and Love xxx
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Progress is everywhere
in BDA and is
something we can be
proud of



Review: A Clockwork Orange

“Is it better for a man to have chosen evil than to
have goodimposed upon hime”

Ms Gardner: This book raises the question of which is
more important: the free will to choose fo act
morally, or the moral actions themselves. The
protagonist Alex lives a life consisting of ‘ultra-
violence' - rape, murder and assault all feature
heavily in the book. He's aware that his actions are
immoral, but simply has no desire to be ‘good’ — he
chooses to be bad. Later on, this choice is taken
away from him after he undergoes treatment fo
modify his behaviour, which causes him to associate
violent acts with exireme nausea. This means that he
cannot even defend himself against violent acts
done to him.

It seems to me that the author is implying thatit's the
freely made choice to do good that makes an
action moral, rather than the act itself. It's easier fo
make this point the other way around - you cannot
be held responsible for an act that you have fo do,
such as kiling someone because you're being
forced to at gunpoint. In the same way, Alex is not
morally responsible for his ‘moral’ actions at the end
of the book, such as not responding when he is
being attacked, as he has no choice in the matter.
Does this matter, oris it just important that people do
actin a morally and socially acceptable way?

than the interesting ethical themes in this book, A

Clockwork Orange is worth reading for the
experience created by the ‘Nadsat’ language that
it is partially writften in — a fictional form of slang
created by the author that the main characters
speak in. Although this can make the book difficult
to read when you first start — as can the long and
detailed descriptions of horrific violence — it's worth
getting over this barrier in order to understand the
book as a whole.

Mr Fenn: Hello Year 13. You are now back into the
flow of another term at BDA. As your mock exams
have now finished, and many of you have received
your responses all of your offers, it is important you
book you firm and insurance choice meetings. As
discussed in assembly last week, every Wednesday
morning tutor slot will be spent on exam practice. |
need you to collect two past exam papers from
each of your subjects. This will give us the best
chance of success come the summer. Have a great
weekend. Mr Fenn

SOCIETY

WHEN: Mondays 3.45
WHERE: Sixth Form Library

o Lovetoread?

» Interested in debating and discussing your favourite authors and books?
« Want to discuss your opinions with like-minded students and staff?

e Enjoy sharing a cup oftea and biscuits over the merits of your latest read?

Sign up today!

Ms Hamneer Clam hamnetsEbusingiondanss oF

Ms Megaw:

Laum megawEbuningtondanas o




Review: 12 Years a Slave

Steve Mc Qu e e rharewing portrayal of slavery in
A mer i dDeep South is a fiercely frank, aesthetically
astounding piece of work. If you are looking for
something to do this weekend, this should be it!

The shocking true story of Solomon Northup (Chiwetel
Ejiofor), a musician and businessman kidnapped and
shipped to the slave markets of Louisiana, evokes an
unsetting combination of revulsion and awe. 12
Years a Slave is two-and-a-quarter hours of cinema
atits most severe.

When Solomon awakes from a drug-induced sleep,
curled in a pool of light and chained to the floor of a
Washington slave-pen cellar, it's a nightmarish furn
from his relatively affluent life in New York. Badly
beaten, stripped of his shirt — a gift from his wife — and
issued a new identity, he is forced south info the
service of two very different plantation owners.

The first is William Ford (Benedict Cumberbatch), a
relatively warm villain of circumstance whose kindly
gestures come infused with horror and dread. His
religious services are hushed by the sinister rhythm of
overseer John Tibeats's (Paul Dano) slave song, while
the irrepressible wailing of a mother separated from
her children undermines his pious intent.

Unable to guarantee Solomon'’s safety, following an
altercation with Tibeats, Ford fransfers him fo the
raging Edwin Epps (Michael Fassbender). The new
master’'s unpredictable brutality looms heavy over
every agonising scene on the cotton farm. His refusal
fo distinguish property from humanity makes for a
terrifying representation of the age. It's Fassbender’s
best performance to date.

But 12 Years a Slave belongs to its director and his
lead. McQueen's bold disregard for convention, his
arfistic sensibility and fearless honesty provide the film
with a distinct power rarely found in the mainstream
arena. Scenes don't always feed on from one
another and characters drift in and out like the

.

seasons. As Northup is wrenched further from his
family, time fades unfil we track its passing only by
the hunch of shoulders and the changing face of
wounds and scars. It's ferociously real.

Ejiofor delivers the performance of a lifetime. As
desperation makes way with age, despair settles
info his featfures, but hope is always there. One
particular scene sees Solomon immersed in the
soulful folk of ‘Roll Jordan Roll’, and with the camera
honed on his compelling face we witness one of the
most overwhelming shows of on-screen emotion in
recent memory. It's remarkable.

An excellent turn from producer Brad Pitt, a deep
droning soundtrack and uncompromising attention
to detail complete what is a stunning achievement
in modern film. There is no denying that Steve
McQueen is a frue master of his trade.
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On the 14th February 2014 we are

Mrs Tanswell:
holding our annual éth Form Future Success day to

prepare students for higher education,
apprenticeships, school leaver programmes and
employment. There will be a timetable of events for
all  students that will incorporate personal
statements, university finance, a future fair, careers
workshops and alumni talks as well as much more.
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Notice for Year 12: If you haven't yet
picked up your GCSE certificates, please
do from Ms Morson in the key stage 4
reception.



Notices and Opportunities...

See Mrs Tanswell for more details

Network Rail Advanced Apprenticeship Open da
Students interested in apprenticeship schemes.
Saturday 25 January. West Ealing depot, Manor
Road, W13 OHR

Conservative )

Independent

iberal Democrats

Politics Masterclass - 11th Feb 1pm-4pm
Anthropology and Sociology Masterclass - 12th Feb
1pm-4pm. See Mrs. Tanswell for further details
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PWC Work Experien rogramme is now n Year
12 Business students interested in a valuable work

experience placement. news@fspdirections.org.uk
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Medicine Careers Day at Keele University. 12
March 2014. See Mr Whitlock for application
details.

Improve Your Chances of Becoming a Doctor (8
February, 1 March and 29 March)

Improve Your Chances of Becoming a Lawyer (15
March) One day careers event for Year 12 students
who would like to become a doctor or a lawyer. For
full details, including costs and to apply, see
WWW.epoc.org.uk

Physics Work Experience scheme at Imperial
College University. Year 12 students with a keen
interest in Physics. The application form, and further
information, can be found here:

/workexperience DEADLINE: 15™ JANUARY


http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/physics/about/outreach/workexperience
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/physics/about/outreach/workexperience
http://www.epoc.org.uk/
mailto:news@fspdirections.org.uk

